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SO
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s 

SH
A

RE 
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ethods 

IN
TERA

CT 
W

ith biologists active in  
laboratory education 

The focus of A
BLE is to 

im
prove the undergraduate 

biology laboratory 
experience by prom

oting 
the developm

ent and 
dissem

ination of interesting, 
innovative, and reliable 

laboratory exercises.   

G
O

A
LS O

F A
BLE 

S
ince its inception in 1979, the prim

ary p
urpose of the A

ssociation for 

B
iolog

y Laboratory E
ducation has been to

 facilitate com
m

unication 

am
ong biologists actively involved in und

ergraduate laboratory instruc-

tion.  In an age of rapidly expanding scie
ntific know

ledge, the
 task of 

conve
ying biological processes and conce

pts becom
es ever m

ore d
e

-

m
a

n
d

in
g

.  D
eveloping interesting and proven laboratory activities, 

identifying reliable suppliers of b
io

lo
g

ic
a

l m
aterials, m

a
in

ta
in

in
g

 

and m
anaging living laboratory organism

s, training assistants for labo-

ratory teaching, addressing anim
al use issues, and im

plem
enting safe 

laboratory practices are som
e of the challenges that the orga

nization 

engages through its annual conference, w
ebsite, and ne

w
sletter, Lab-

stracts. 
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e
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ro
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e
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a
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a

n
d

s o
n” w
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o

p
 p
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se

n
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n
s o

f re
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 la

b
ora

to
ry 

e
xe

rcise
s.  E

a
ch

 p
articip

a
n

t a
tte

n
d

s u
p to

 five
 3-hour w

orkshops and 

se
ve

ra
l sh

o
rte

r, “m
in

i” w
o

rksh
o

p
s.  P

re
se

n
te

rs p
ro

vid
e

 a
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e
 e

s-

se
n

tia
l info

rm
a

tio
n

 an
d
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xp

e
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n
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s n
e

cessa
ry fo

r p
a
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a

n
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e
va
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a

te
  a

n
d

 a
d

a
p

t th
e

 e
xe

rcise
s to

 th
e

ir o
w

n
 p

ro
g

ra
m

.  B
e

ca
u

se
 th

e
 

g
ro

u
p

 is sm
a

ll, th
e

 m
e

e
tin

g
s pro
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e
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n o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity fo

r o
n

g
o
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g
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m
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m
u

n
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 p
e

d
a
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g

y a
s w

e
ll a
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e
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m

a
ra

d
e

rie of a
ctive b

io
lo

-

g
ists. 

A
B

LE
 is now

 a partner in B
E

N
 

(w
w

w
.biosciednet.org/portal).  BEN

 is an 
electronic portal allow

ing access to review
ed 

resources covering m
any aspects of biology 

      w
w

w.ablew
eb.org 



• 
U

sing Brom
elain in Pineapple Juice to 

Investigate Enzym
e Function, W

.V. 
G

lider (U
niversity of N

ebraska, Lincoln) 
&

 M
.S

. H
argrove (Iow

a S
tate U

niversity) 

• 
Experim

ental Evaluation of C
om

m
unity 

S
tructure in A

quatic E
cosystem

s, J.M
. 

Bader (C
ase W

estern R
eserve U

niver-
sity) 

• 
 M

itochondrial D
N

A  from
 Lum

briculus 
variegatus:  Isolation and R

estriction 
D

igest A
nalysis, G

. O
xford (Longw

ood 
C

ollege) 

• 
P

lant V
ascular S

ystem
s, L.K. Tom

pson 
(Furm

an U
niversity) 

• 
W

hy are reports of ant pollination rare?  
A field and lab exercise using the scien-
tific m

ethod.  M
.N

. P
uterbaugh &

  M
.B. 

P
rince (U

niversity of P
ittsburgh at B

rad-
ford) 

• 
Introducing S

tudents to C
onservation 

G
enetics U

sing Sturgeon C
aviar, K. 

N
olan (St. Francis C

ollege), P. D
ukakis, 

V
. B

irstein, R
 D

eS
alle (A

m
erican M

u-
seum

 of N
atural H

istory) 

• 
E

ffects of salinity on m
etabolic rate in 

black m
ollies,  C

. Beck (Em
ory U

niver-
sity), L. Blum

er (M
orehouse C

ollege), & 
T. Brow

n (M
orehouse C

ollege) 
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u

b
lish

e
d

 an
n

u
a

lly in
 

th
e

 p
roce

e
d

in
gs, T

ested S
tudies 

for Laboratory T
eaching

.  T
h

e 
p
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e
d
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g
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e

s pro
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m
b

e
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d
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e

r inte
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in
d
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u

a
ls w

h
o
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o
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n
d 
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e
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n

n
u

a
l co

nfe
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nce
.  C

h
a

p
te

r 
typ

ica
lly in

clu
d

e
 a

ll of th
e

 info
r-

m
a

tio
n

 n
e

e
d

e
d

 to im
p

le
m

e
n
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b

 e
xe

rcise
, in

clu
d
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g th

e stu
-

d
e

n
t o

utlin
e

, p
re

p
a

ratory n
o

te
s 

fo
r th

e
 instru

cto
r, w

h
e

re
 to p

u
r-

ch
a

se m
a

te
ria

ls, a
n

d
 exp

e
cte

d
 

re
su

lts. 
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n
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a
b

o
u
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e
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a
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tio
n a

n
d
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a

n
n

u
a
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nfe
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nce

.  Inclu
d

e
d

 
a

lso
 a

re form
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r m
em

b
e

rsh
ip
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w

o
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o
p

 re
g
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n, g
ra

n
t a

p
-

p
lica

tio
ns, a

n
d p

ro
ce

ed
in

g
s o

r-
d

e
rs.  A

d
d

itio
n

a
lly, th

e a
sso

cia
-

tio
n

’s n
e

w
sle

tte
r (Labstracts), 

o
ve

r 4
0 se

lecte
d

 ch
a

p
te

rs fro
m

 
th

e
 co

n
fe

re
nce p

ro
ce

ed
in

g
s, a

s 
w

e
ll a

s a
u

th
o

r a
n

d
 su

bje
ct in

-
d

e
xe

s fo
r a

ll vo
lu

m
e

s, a
n

d
 a

 list 
o

f “H
o

t” b
io

lo
g

y lin
ks ca

n
 a

lso b
e

  
a

ccesse
d. 

L
A

BO
R

A
TO

R
Y  

E
D

U
C

A
TIO

N
 G

R
A

N
TS 

 A
B

L
E

’s co
m

m
itm

e
n

t to q
u

a
lity 

la
b

o
ra

to
ry e

d
u

ca
tio
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e
nt 

in
 th

e tw
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 g
ra

n
ts th

a
t a

re
 

a
va
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b
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n
n

u
ally.  T
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W
aive

r o
f R

e
g
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n G
ra

n
t is 

d
e
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n

e
d
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 e
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u
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g

e a
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n
-

d
a

n
ce

 at th
e

 a
n

n
ua

l w
o

rksh
o

p 
a

n
d

 ta
rg

ete
d

 at th
ose

 in
d

ivid
u

-
a

ls w
h

o
 co

u
ld n

o
t n

o
rm

a
lly a

t-
te

n
d

 fo
r fin

a
ncia

l re
aso

n
s.  

T
h
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g In
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G
ra
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0
0
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e
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f in
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h
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d
e

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

t of n
e

w
 e

xe
rcises 

o
r m

u
lti-m

e
d

ia
 to

o
ls.  F

o
r m

o
re

 
in

fo
rm

a
tio

n a
b

o
u

t b
o

th th
ese

 
g

ra
n

ts, 
p

le
a

se
 se

e
 

th
e

 A
B

L
E

 
w

e
b

site
. 

A
B

L
E

 M
em

b
ersh

ip
 A

p
p

licatio
n

  
 A
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d
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a
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n
e

y o
rd

e
rs p

a
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B
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E
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S
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n
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o
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u
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d
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a
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U
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