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ABLE By-Laws

BY-LAWS OF THE
ASSOCIATION FOR BIOLOGY LABORATORY EDUCATION, INC.

ARTICLE 1 BNAME AND PURPOSE

1.1 - NAME

The name of this Corporation shall be the AssocidtoiBiology Laboratory Education, Inc., and
its principal address shall be, c/o The Department of Biology, Lycoming College, Williamsport,
Pennsylvania

1.2 - PURPOSE
1.2.1BThe purposes for which this Corporation is formed are as follows:

(a) To encourage the development and improvement of laboratory education in all biological
sciences at the college and university level, as well as to promote improvement in laboratory
ediwcationamong its members and affiliates; to hold meetingshptesentation and discussion of
laboratory exercises; and to publigtoceedings reporting on meetings

(b) To have and exercise all of the rights and powers conferrechopbirofit corpaations
under the Pennsylvania N&fProfit Corporation Law of 1972 now in effect or at any time to be
amended

(c) The said Corporation is organized exclusively for charitablgious, educational or scientific
purposes as defined under Section 5013cdf the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the
corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Code). Notwithstanding any
other provisions of these Articles of Incorporation, the Corporation shall not conaaectyoon

any activiy not permitted to be conducted or carried on by an organization exempt from taxation
under Section 501 (c) (3) dfe Internal Revenue Codel) Upon dissolution of the Corporation or

the winding up of it@ffairs, the assets of the Corporation shall is&iduted exclusively to such
charitable, religious, scientific, public safety testing, literary or educational organizations which
would then qualify under the provisions of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code

ARTICLE 2 BMEMBERSHIP

2.1 - CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP

2.1.1BbThe membership in this Corporation shall be compao$éudividual members, life
members, retiree members, patrons, and institutional members.

2.1.2DIndividual Membership
2.1.2.1bIndividual membership is available to all persons having an interest in the teaching and

improvement of biology laboratory science
2.13 DLife Membership
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2.13.1 bLife membership of tetimes the current yearly amount for individual members is
availabe to them at any time.

2.1.4.DRetiree Membership

2.1.4.1bRetiree membership is available to retired members at $10.00 below the current individual
membership fee.

2.15DPatron

2.15.1 bClassification as a patron, an annual membership, is available to any individual or
organization who, as recognized by the Board of Directors, has made a substantial
contribution to the organization. A membership fee is waived.

2.1.6DInstitutional Membership

2.1.6.1PInstitutional membership is available to any institution interested in the advancement of
biological education at a rate to be set by the Board of Directors. Institutional membership
is available for a fee of $5 more than the currentviddal membership

2.2 - MEMBERSHIP FEES AND DUES

2.2.1bThere shall be a membership fee as reviewed and set by the Board of Directors from time to
time.

2.2.2.DTheannualterm of membership is from lyul to June 3.

2.3 - REGISTRATION FEES

2.3.1DRegistration fees may be charged for attendance at various meetings of the Corporation in
accordance with schedules established by the Board of Directors from time to time. The
registration fees for nddmembers may be higherath those charged for member

2.4 - ADDITIONAL REVENUES

2.4.1BbThe Board of Directors may also raise additional revenues by various other means such as,

but not limited to, special assessments of members, requests for contributions, the sale of
proceedings and/or transactions, as well as by advertising
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2.5 - MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
2.5.1DAnnual Members' Meeting

2.5.1.1BbThe Corporation shall hold at least one (1) conference per year, together with such
additional meetings, workshops, conferences, syraposconventions as it shall elect,
eitheralone or in cooperation with other organizations. At the time of its &nnua
conference, a general meetioigthe membership shall be held at such time and in such
locations as shall be decided by the Board of Directors

2.5.2Db Attendance

2.5.2.1b Saidmeetings, conferences, workshops or conventions shall be open to all members of
this corporation

2.5.3DSpecial Meetings

2.5.3.1b Special meetings for the members of the Corporation for any purpose or purposes for
which a vote of the embership must be taken mbag called at any time by resolution of
the Board of Directors, or by at least ten (10%) percent of the entire membership entitled
to cast votes. Upon receipt of any such request, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the
Corporation to fix the time anplace ofthe meetingwhich shall be held not less than ten
(10) nor more than thirty (30) days thereafter

2.5.4DNotice of Meeting

2.5.4.1bWritten or electronic notice, stating the place, day and hour of the meeting and, in the case
of a special meetg, the purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called, must be
communicated to each voting member of the Corporation not less than ten (10) nor more
than one hundred (100) days before the date of the meeting, either electronically or by
ordinary mal.

2.5.5DVoting Rights and Quorum at Meetings

2.5.5.1bEach individual member shall be entitled to one (1) vote cast on any business to come
before the membership at any special meeting or any annual meeting for which the
member is registered. Suclv@e may be cast in person or by written proxy delivered to
another registered member who personally attends the meeting of which the vote is taken
Members not registered at any particular annual meeting may not vote in person or by
proxy at the meetinglhe attendance of at least fiiyne(51%) percent of all registered
members of the Corporation, or registered at the annual workshop at which said meeting
is held shall constitute a quorum to legally transact any business
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ARTICLE 3 DOFFICERS AND DUTIES
3.1 — OFFICERS

3.1.1DThe officers of this Comration shall be the following:
President, Presidedilect, First VicePresident, Second Videresident, Secretary,
Treasurer and Past President

3.2 - SELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICERS

3.2.1bThe terms of officers shall be the following: Two (2) years for the President, Secretary and
Treasurer; andne (1) year for the Presideflect, Past Predent, and First and Second
Vice-Presidents All officers shall be kected by an electronigallotvia an oftline voting
mechanism by aimple pluraliy of those members of the Corporation casting ballots during
the year of election in those years when a term expires or a vacancy occurs, with the
exception of the First and Second &1eresidentswho shall be appointed by the Board of
Directors

3.3 - DUTIES OF OFFICERS
3.3.1PPresident

3.3.1.1bThe President is the chief executive officer of the Corporation and will, subject to the
control of the Board of Directors, supervise and control the affairs of the Corporation. The
President will perform all duties incident to the office and other dtitegsmay be
required by thesBy-Laws or prescribed by the Board of Directors

3.3.2PPresident Elect

3.3.2.1bThe PresiderElect shall, in the absence or incapacity of the President, perform all of the
duties of the President

3.3.3DFirst Vice-President

3.3.3.1bThe First VicePresident shall have been the host of the annual conference held the
preceding year. In the event thetth President and Presiddfiect are absent or unable to
serve, the First Vice President shall next assume tesgensibilities. The First Vice
President shall also perform those duties as prescribed by the Board of Directors. In cases
where the position of host is shared by more than one person, the Board of Directors shall
appoint one of the &hosts to serve astst VicePresident
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3.3.4PSecond Vice-President

3.3.4.1bThe primary duty shall be to host the cutrennual conference. The Second Vice
President shall also perform those duties prescribed by the Board of Directors. In cases
where the position diost is shared by more than one person, the Board of Directors shall
appoint one of the &hosts to serve as Second VVReesident

3.3.5DPSecretary

3.3.5.1bThe Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetofghe Board of Directors, as well as the
annualGeneralMeeting, be the custodian of edicentcorporate records, give all notices
as required by law or by the Byaws, prepare updated Board composition andLByws
documents, obtaithe plague for the amual meeting hosgnd generally perform all duties
incident to the office of Secretary of the Corporation, as well as perform any other duties
as may be required by law, by the Articlesraforporation, by these Byaws, or which
maybe asgined by the Bard of Directors.

3.3.6DTreasurer

3.3.6.1DbThe Treasurer will have charge and custody of all fundsi®Corporation, will deposit
the funds as required by the Boardafectors, keep and maintain adequate and correct
accounts of th€orporation's properties and business transactions, render iabrts
accountings to the Directors and to the members as requitbeé Bpard of Directors or
by the members or by law. The Treaswél perform in general all duties incident to the
office of Treasurer and any other duties as may be required by law, Bytities of
Incorporation, by these Byaws, or which may bassigned by the Board of Directors

3.3.7DPast President

3.3.7.1bThe Past President shall perform those duties presdsbthe Board of Directors.

3.4 — FILLING OF VACATED POSITIONS

3.4.1PIn the event that an officer becomes incapacitatedposi@ion becomes vacant, the Board
of Directors shall promptlgelect a replacement from among the members of the
Corporation. Theaid replacement shall assume the duties of his or her officeswtiil
time as the officer is able to resume his or her positionntirthe next election shall take
place to fill thesaid position

3.5-REMOVAL OF OFFICERS

3.5.1DAny officer may be removed from office for malfeasanc@ofailure to fulfill the duties
and responsibilities to th@orporation, by a twithirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors,
or by a twdethirds(2/3) vote of the members present at a gemeegiting
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ARTICLE 4 BBOARD OF DIRECTORS
4.1 - AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4.1.1 The Board of Directors of the Corporation shall be chamgedhe management of the
business and the affairs dietCorporation

4.2 - STRUCTURE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4.2.1bThe Board of Directors shall be composed of seve@®ifijers, four (4) electedMembers
at-Large andother members appointed by the Presiderg. committee Chairs).

4.3 — TERMS OF OFFICE AND SELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

4.3.1DOfficers must be members of the Organization for at mastyear prior to nominationAll
members of the Board of Directomho are officers shall remain members of the Board
during theirelected term of office. Elected MembetsLarge of the Board ddirectors
shall serve for a four (4) year term. Officers shaleleeted by electronic ballot via an-on
line voting mechanisry asimple plurality of those members of the Corporation casting
ballots Nonelected Board Members shall seaterm of threeyears

4.4 — QUORUM AND VOTING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4.4.1B A quorum of the Board of Directors for purposes of vosihgll be fifty (50%) percent of
the Board of Directors plus one (No member of the Board of Directors shall have more
than one (1yote. A simple majority of the legal votes cast by members ddlaed of
Directors present at a meeting shall be necgg$satheconduct of its business unless
otherwise specially provided for these ByLaws

4.5 - MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

4.5.1bThe Board of Directors shall meet from time to timeesglired in order to conduct the
business of the Corporan, but ateast annually. Written or electronic notice shall be
received byeach member of the Board of Directors for each meeting at leg&Ojetiays
in advance, the said notice to be sent electronicalby eegular mail. In addition to the
annualmeeting of the Board directors, special meetings may be called at any time either
by thePresident or by at least three (3) members of the Bodddedtors These special
meetings may be conducted electronically
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4.6 — INFORMAL ACTION

4.6.1DAny action which may be taken at a full meeting of the Bofdirectors may be taken
without the said meeting, if a consenttonsents in writing setting forth the action are
signed by a quorurof the Board and are filed with the Secretary of the Gaitjpm

4.7 — WAIVER OF NOTICE

4.7.1Pb Attendance of a Director at any meeting of the Boaidigctors will constitute a waiver
of notice of that meeting, excephen the Director attends a meeting for the express
purpose obbjecting, at the beginning of the meeting, to the transactianyobusiness
because the meeting is not lawfully called or convened

ARTICLE 5 BCOMMITTEES
5.1 - STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE CORPORATION

5.1.1BThis Corporation shall have certain stagdcommittees, theaid committees and their
respective functions toebas follows.

5.1.2DPMajor Workshops Committee
5.1.2.1bTheMajor Workshops Committee shall organize and superviseutiv@ng of
majorworkshops

5.1.3DMini Workshops Committee
5.1.3.1DbThe Min Workshops Committee shall organize and supervise running of min
workshops.

5.1.4DPosters Committee
5.1.4.1DThe Posters Committee shall organize and supervise running of a poster session.

5.15BProceedings Committee
5.15.1 BThe Proceedings Committee shall supervise the publicatipablications of
proceedings of the Corporation

5.16 BCommunications Committee
5.16.1 BThe Communications Committee shall publisibstracts together withany other
publications

5.1.7 DMembership Committee
5.17.1 BThe Membership @nmitteeshallkeep membership records and handle
distribution ofthe Proceedings as well agperform other duties as prescribed by the Board of
Directors
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5.18 DNominations Committee
5.18.1 BThe Nominations Committee will be a standing committeele up of the four
Member&attl arge, the President aftesideriElect (when applicable) or P&Bresident
(whenapplicable)and the Elections Officer The committee will present a slate of
nominees foofficers of the ABLE Board to theembership The Chair of this committee
will oversee the election of satdndidates andommunicatehe results to the membership

5.2 - MEMBERSHIP ON COMMITTEES
5.2.1bMembers of standing committees shall be appointed bdhed of Directors

5.2.2PbPresident and PresideRiect of the Corporation shall leebofficio members of all
committees of the Corporation

5.2.3bAll committee Chairs serve renewableethyear terms.

5.3 - ADDITIONAL COMMITTEES

5.3.1bAdditional committees of the Corporation may be desigrnated time to time by the

Board of Directors of the Corporationhich shall delegate to the said committees such

responsibilities ag shall decide

ARTICLE 6 DPOPERATIONS OF THE CORPORATION

6.1 - FISCAL YEAR

6.1.1 The fiscal year of this Corporation shall run fraty 1 to June @

6.2 - EXECUTION OF CHECKS AND DRAFTS

6.2.1DAll checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of mameys evidences of the
indebtedness of the Corporation shalslgmed by the Treasurer, President, or Secretary, or
by such otheperson as the Board of Directors may designate

6.3 — BOOKS AND RECORDS

6.3.1DAccurate and complete books and records of accounts shapbby the Treasurer.
Minutes of all proceedings of the Boardfectors as well as the general membership
annual meeting shall betained by the Secretary of the CorpormatiSuch records shall be

available upon request for inspection by any member dftnporation at any reasonable
time.
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6.4 - NON-PROFIT OPERATIONS

6.4.1DThis Corporation shall not have or issue shares of stocHividtends will be paid and no
part of the income of this Corporatianll be distributed to any members of the Board of
Directors orOfficers. The Corporation may, however, pay compensation ineaspnable
amounts to any members, Officers, or membeteeBoardof Directors for services
rendered or costs incurred

6.5 — ROBERT'S RULES OF ORDER

6.5.1DRobert's Rules of Order (Revised) shall govern all meetihtiee Corporation

ARTICLE 7 BPRELEASE FROM LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATION OF DIRECTORS

7.1DPursuant to the authority granted under the Pennsylargator's Liability Act, Act No.
145, November 28, 1986, loyajority vote of the members of this Corporation, the Directors
arehereby specifically released from personal liability for moryedamages as a result of
any action taken by them, or by their failtoetake such action in their capacity as Directors
of thiscorporation, unless any such claim made against the said Direstorge selb
dealing, willful misconduct or recklessnessualesshe Directors have breached or failed to
perform the duties of hisr her office under Section 8363 of 42 P.A.C.S.A. In addition, this
Corporation hereby agrees to indemnify all Directors to the fidkdsnt allowed under this
said Act

ARTICLE 8 DAMENDMENTS
8.1 - ADOPTION AND MODIFICATION OF BY-LAWS BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
8.1.1PTo the extent allowed by law, the Board of Directors dtathuthorized, by a tv@thirds
(2/3) majority of the entire Board &firectors, to alter, amend oepeal the within By
Laws
8.2 - AMENDMENT BY MEMBERS
8.2.1PIn all other cases amendments to th&yvs shall be adoptday a twdxhirds (2/3) vote

of the entire Board of Directar$hereafter, and in said case, the said amendments shall be
passed by twdthirds (2/3)majority of members present at an annual meeting
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ADOPTION OF BYELAWS
These BflLaws are hereby adopted by the Board of Directors th#ay®f June, 1988
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Karen Morris
President

ATTEST:

Ann O. Wilke
Secretary
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HISTORY OF CHANGES TO THESE BYLAWS

1991
3.2.1 Added mechanism for voting. Annual Business Meeting of June 1891, University of
Wyoming Laramie, Wyoming, USA

1992

2.1.1 "life members" added to be consistent wilddition of new clauses 2.1.5 and 2.1.Rane
by theSecretary on Dec. 5, 1992, but was not approved as an amendneghebyhe Board of
Directors or the membership

2.1.5and 2.1.5.1  Life Membership category added. Ratified by the Board of Direots on
June 2, 1992and by the membership at the Annual Business Meeting on Ju@e2,at the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

1993

3.3.3.1First Vice-President section added. Ratified at the Board of Directors' Meeting of Juiiis,
1993, and at the Annual Business Meeting of June 10, 188&ersity of Toronto, Toronto,
Canada. The new format of tBgELaws, as created and presented by the Secretary (Edward
Andrews),was approved by the Board at their meeting of JiiBe 7993

3.34.1 Second Vice-President section added. |bid.

4.3.1 Added requirement for eligibility of member for nomination to the Board. 1bid.

5.1.6 A Nominations committee added. 1bid.

1994

4.3.1 Term defined for non-elected members. Ratified at the Board of Dectors' Meeting of June
6B/, 1994, and at the Annual Business Meeting, June 9, 1994, BEynorgrsity, Atlanta,
Georgia, USA

1995
2.1.3.1Created Institutional Membership and set fee. Ratified at the Board of Directors' Meeting
of Junebt6, 1995, Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana, USA

2003

3.3.5.1Deleted charge to Secretary of mailing annual ballot. Ratified at the Board of DirectorsO
Meeting of Jun&B4, 2003, University of Las Vegas, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

2.5.4.1, 4.3.1 Added reference to electronic communications. 1bid.

2006 B
2.2.2 Changed term of membership to July 1 —Jun 30. Ratified by the Board of DirectorsO
Meeting of June 6, 2006, Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana, USA

6.1.1 Changed fiscal year to July 1 —June 30. 1bid.
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2007
The following changes were developed in a Br8ait session at the annual meeting at the
University of Kentucky, Lexington, June& 2007unless stated otherwise.

2.1  Added Retiree Membership category, revised statement for Institutional Membership,
waived fee for Patron, and reorganized list sequence.

2.2.2 Specified term of membership is annual.

3.3.5.14dded duties to Secretary of updating Board composition and By-Laws documents and
obtaining plaque for the annual meeting host.

4.2.1 Added “appointed members” with example to voting membership on the Board. Motion
made at the Board meeting of 2006 (Purdue University) but not passeith@2107 meeting.
Who does the appointing was not defined (zew).

4.5.1 Added ability of special Board meetings to be conducted electronically, i.e. voting on
motions. Motion made at the Board meeting of 2006 (Purdue University) but not passed until the
2007 meeting.

5.1  Relabeled Workshops Committee the Major Workshops Committee, added Mini Workshops
Committee and Poster Committee, redefined Membership Chair as Membership Committee and
added duties, added the Elections Olfficer to the Nominations Committee, deleted statement that
slate of nominees would be presented to the membership at the annual meeting (it is presented well
before the annual meeting in the electronic election badlad)replaced “publish” with
“communicate” in the way election results are communicated (they are both published and given
verbally at the annual meeting).

The Secretary (Robert Hodson) progbsige following specific chandger Board approval along
with the 20@ version of the Byt aws.

4.2.1 Defined who determines “appointed members” to the Board (it is the President).

2008
5.2.3 Defined the term for committee Chairs. Ratified by the Board of DirectorsO Meeting of June
3, 2008, University of Toronto Mississauga, Ontario, Canada
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