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This workshop discusses a novel way of combining undergraduate teaching and ongoing field research. Especially 
at small colleges, the demands of teaching can be overwhelming and make it very difficult to maintain a quality 
research program in one’s field. I developed a research-based course as part of an NSF ecology grant proposal, as 
a way to include outreach in the proposal but also as a way to continue with my teaching while participating in a 
major research project in my field. The course allowed a small group of students to participate in many aspects of 
the research, including literature review, methods development, fieldwork and lab work, data analysis, and presen-
tation of results. Student evaluations suggest that what they learned and gained in the course was invaluable, and 
they strongly encouraged the development of similar courses. Teaching the course gave me the time and flexibility 
I needed to be able to do my research while providing students with a valuable experience in doing the science of 
ecology. In the workshop, I will present the design and outcomes of the course, and then we will discuss as a group 
how similar courses might be developed. 

© 2011 by Amy E. Boyd

Mission, Review Process & Disclaimer
 The Association for Biology Laboratory Education (ABLE) was founded in 1979 to promote information exchange among 
university and college educators actively concerned with teaching biology in a laboratory setting. The focus of ABLE is to 
improve the undergraduate biology laboratory experience by promoting the development and dissemination of interesting, in-
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 Although the laboratory exercises in this proceedings volume have been tested and due consideration has been given to 
safety, individuals performing these exercises must assume all responsibilities for risk. ABLE disclaims any liability with re-
gards to safety in connection with the use of the exercises in this volume.
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