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Expanded Abstract
 The Roanoke Touch Project was initiated for the 2009-2010 Academic Year at Roanoke College.  This program 
was a result of a grant from Arthur Vining Davis to Information Technology with the purpose of expanding the use 
of technology in teaching.  The grant supplied each of the 35 faculty participants with an iPod Touch.  Each faculty 
member was tasked with identifying those applications that could be used in the classroom.  In addition, they were 
asked to search for ways the iPod Touch could be used for productivity purposes, such as email, scheduling, etc. 
Four members of the Biology Department, a molecular geneticist (Marilee Ramesh), an ecologist (Rachel Collins), 
a developmental biologist (Christopher Lassiter), and a plant biologist (DB Poli) participated in this project.  As 
a group, we decided to combine our exploration of biology-related iPod Touch applications.  Table 1 contains the 
applications that were presented during the mini-workshop.
	 We	developed	a	central	database	to	list	those	applications	that	we	have	identified	along	with	our	evaluation	of	
their usefulness to teach biology.  This resource is intended to be accessible to our students and our colleagues, 
serving as a resource for other biologists who may want to use this technology in teaching.  This database can be ac-
cessed from our departmental website at http://roanoke.edu/Academics/Academic_Departments/Biology.htm .  
Our database provides the name of the application, its cost, the discipline and our four star rating (****  excellent, 
* not so much).  We also have included comments about why we liked or disliked the application.  This resource is
intended to be available to our students and our colleagues, to serve as a resource for others who may want to use 
this	technology	in	learning	or	teaching.		We	plan	to	continue	to	add	to	our	database	as	we	find	more	biology-related	
applications.  
 We invite our students and colleagues to suggest applications that might be appropriate for inclusion to this list. 
If you have found an application you think we might like to know about, please visit our website for instructions to 
have your app added to our list.  

Table 1.  iPod Touch Applications for Biologists

Factoids Field Guides Tools More Tools Tutorials Games
Science Facts

BioFacts

Odd Genetic 
Diseases

Phyto

FlowerPedia

Peterson Field Guide to 
Backyard Birds

Seafood Watch

What’s on my Food?

Sun Compass

Iapetus

TASA 
geotimescale 
Molecules

iBabyBT

Baby Eyes

PubSearch

BioGene

Promega

Biorad

 NE BioLabs

Mitosis

iCell

Artificial	
Life

DNA Blocks

Codons
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Mission, Review Process & Disclaimer
 The Association for Biology Laboratory Education (ABLE) was founded in 1979 to promote information exchange among 
university and college educators actively concerned with teaching biology in a laboratory setting. The focus of ABLE is to 
improve the undergraduate biology laboratory experience by promoting the development and dissemination of interesting, in-
novative, and reliable laboratory exercises. For more information about ABLE, please visit http://www.ableweb.org/
 Papers published in Tested Studies for Laboratory Teaching: Proceedings of the Conference of the Association for Biology 
Laboratory Education are evaluated and selected by a committee prior to presentation at the conference, peer-reviewed by 
participants at the conference, and edited by members of the ABLE Editorial Board.
 Although the laboratory exercises in this proceedings volume have been tested and due consideration has been given to 
safety, individuals performing these exercises must assume all responsibilities for risk. ABLE disclaims any liability with re-
gards to safety in connection with the use of the exercises in this volume.
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