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Integrity of Eggs from Aquatic Organisms
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Aquatic eggs were used to study cellular process such as osmosis in order to understand the integrity of the egg 
in relationship to the organism’s ecology.  For this study, frozen horseshoe crab eggs obtained from a beach and 
salmon and whitefish eggs obtained from a deli were used. The eggs were weighed before and after placing them in 
water solutions. There appears to be a relationship between degree of change in egg weight and appearance when 
placed in various solutions and the ecology of the organisms that produced the egg.   
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The Association for Biology Laboratory Education (ABLE) was founded in 1979 to promote information 
exchange among university and college educators actively concerned with teaching biology in a laboratory setting. 
The focus of ABLE is to improve the undergraduate biology laboratory experience by promoting the development and 
dissemination of interesting, innovative, and reliable laboratory exercises. For more information about ABLE, please 
visit http://www.ableweb.org/. 

Papers published in Tested Studies for Laboratory Teaching: Peer-Reviewed Proceedings of the Conference of 
the Association for Biology Laboratory Education are evaluated and selected by a committee prior to presentation at 
the conference, peer-reviewed by participants at the conference, and edited by members of the ABLE Editorial Board. 
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