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 In an effort to promote critical thinking among general biology students, teachers may first ask 
students to define certain key terms like interpretation, conclusion, observation, and assumption.  
Then students are given problem-solving situations and are asked to apply these terms to the 
situations given.  In order to encourage critical thinking skills among general biology students, one 
problem-solving situation is incorporated as a part of each unit test.  Students may be given 
experimental data, a graph, or a situation.  They are then asked to identify the correct conclusion, 
interpretation, observation, or assumption.  In addition students explain why one answer is correct 
and the other answers are incorrect.  These problems enhance not only critical thinking skills but 
also integrative writing skills. 
 




