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The worry for faculty AND students is that online classes lead to heavy cheating. Students can 
collaborate on answers with each other and with homework services like Chegg and Course Hero. 
What is the solution? Let them work together! One way is to have students create their own exam-
type questions covering multiple learning outcomes. Then have them peer-review questions from 
other groups. A second option is work in class on interpreting a figure then manipulate the data and 
ask what claims they can or cannot make and have them provide a hypothesis. Using Turnitin 
insures unique answers for both the created exam questions and data interpretations. A third option 
is to have them work together to build/make/record something to be graded that cannot be looked 
up in the amount of time given. A fourth option is to have students collaborate to create placemat-
sized posters explaining some course-related content to children in language they understand (see 
poster session for placemat posters). All these assessments hit high Blooms levels plus the 
students enjoy working together. 
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Panel Discussion: Alternative Assessments for Online Teaching 
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Mission, Review Process & Disclaimer 
The Association for Biology Laboratory Education (ABLE) was founded in 1979 to promote information 

exchange among university and college educators actively concerned with teaching biology in a laboratory 
setting. The focus of ABLE is to improve the undergraduate biology laboratory experience by promoting the 
development and dissemination of interesting, innovative, and reliable laboratory exercises. For more information 
about ABLE, please visit http://www.ableweb.org/.  

Advances in Biology Laboratory Education is the peer-reviewed publication of the conference of the 
Association for Biology Laboratory Education. Published articles and extended abstracts are evaluated and 
selected by a committee prior to presentation at the conference, peer-reviewed by participants at the conference, 
and edited by members of the ABLE Editorial Board. Published abstracts are evaluated and selected by a 
committee prior to presentation at the conference.  
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