Tested Studies for Laboratory Teaching
Proceedings of the Association for Biology Laboratory Education
Vol. 34, 340-341, 2013

Can’t We Talk? Reflection Opportunities for Instructors of
Inquiry Biology Laboratory Courses

Kristen R. Miller

The University of Georgia, Division of Biological Sciences, 402 Biological Sciences, 1000 Cedar St.,
Athens GA 30602 USA
(krmiller@uga.edu)

Extended Abstract

This mini-workshop became a mini-mini workshop; the 50 minutes of mini-workshop time was split between
this presentation and another one that disucssed professional development efforts being made for graduate student
science instructors. Therefore, only 25 minutes was spent presenting the content of this workshop. In this mini-
workshop, participants were introduced to professional development materials for undergraduate science instruc-
tors teaching inquiry biology laboratory courses. Caselets are abbreviated case discussions that offer practicing
instructors opportunities to actively reflect and discuss teaching dilemmas that commonly occur when teaching
science as inquiry. The caselets were presented to participants as instructional development tools that can be used
during the limited time often devoted for undergraduate science instructor teacher preparation. However, caselets
can also be used in longer teaching development sessions if that time were available.

The topic for this presentationwas requested after a mini-workshop I gave last year at on the initial development,
use, and assessment of the caselets. Evaulations from that 2011 mini-workshop reflected two points: to present 1) a
future major workshop on this topic or 2) at least an updated mini-workshop. In this 2012 mini-workshop, time was
spent reviewing a recently developed website for the caselets: www.teachingcaselets.com. Participants reviewed
some of the main features of the web site including selective print functions, Inquiry Caselets versus General Teach-
ing Dilemma Caselets, and showcased areas for author biographies. While on the web site, we discussed how topics
for the caselets were chosen and the process of actually writing and revising the caselets. Most caselets showcased
on the web site were written by graduate student instructors of inquiry laboratory courses. We also discussed how
participants and their graduate students could write and submit caselets to the web site. This brought up interesting
discussion about benefits of active reflection while teaching; this reflection could be oral (with peers and/or teacher
mentors) or written. Finally, our group discussed the most appropriate times to introduce graduate student instruc-
tors to the caselets. For example, they could be used with these instructors in a beginning of semester training and
orientation session or throughout the semester such that they are timed with parts of a curriculum where teaching
dilemmas typically occur. Participants were invited to field test effectiveness in the use of the caselets.
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Mission, Review Process & Disclaimer

The Association for Biology Laboratory Education (ABLE) was founded in 1979 to promote information exchange among
university and college educators actively concerned with teaching biology in a laboratory setting. The focus of ABLE is to
improve the undergraduate biology laboratory experience by promoting the development and dissemination of interesting, in-
novative, and reliable laboratory exercises. For more information about ABLE, please visit http://www.ableweb.org/.

Papers published in Tested Studies for Laboratory Teaching: Peer-Reviewed Proceedings of the Conference of the Associa-
tion for Biology Laboratory Education are evaluated and selected by a committee prior to presentation at the conference, peer-
reviewed by participants at the conference, and edited by members of the ABLE Editorial Board.
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