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 Bean beetles, Callosobruchus maculatus, show very distinct host preferences based on bean species, bean size, 
the potential for competition between larvae, and the condition of beans, whole or split.  Permitting students to 
pursue the causes for beetle preference for whole beans is very easy and in this study led to the observation that 
relative humidity significantly influences the emergence success of beetles from split beans.  Beetles prefer whole 
beans to improve emergence success under conditions of low humidity.
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